
   Parish Council Minutes 

   September 16, 2021, 6:30 pm – Spirit Hall and on Zoom 

Present:  Dave Rosenthal, Joanna Slattery (and Josie), Bob Ostrowski, Paul Peterson (Chair), Nicole 

Smith, Father Steve Brice, Steve Bergin, Vern Schroth, Sandy Retzki, Deacon Rick Letto, Kevin Czerwinski, 

Michele Miller (Chair, Sacred Worship), Guy Gehrman, Mary Pionkowski, Susan Zach (secretary) 

Excused: Chet Przybylski, Katy Czerwinski 

I. Opening Prayer 6:30 pm 

 

II. August minutes approved as written 

 

 

III. Agenda addition:  Kevin Czerwinski, member of Campus Ministry and Covid Response Team 

at UWSP 

A student who attended a Point Catholic Student Supper Wednesday night tested positive 

for Covid on a rapid test. (This student later tested negative on a PCR test). Discussion 

followed on parish policy and procedure – encourage contacts to be tested in 3-4 days and 

ask unvaccinated to quarantine, move in-person suppers again to carry-out meals. 

 

IV. Open discussion with Sacred Worship Committee representatives about ways to implement 

ideas from our book, Divine Renovation 

1. Weekend Masses should not be held to a 60-minute time limit. 

2. Different liturgies/music for different Masses – Parish Council and Sacred Worship members 

agreed that college students should be encouraged to take a more active role in the music 

for the 6:00 pm Mass on Sunday evening. 

Members concluded that we need to honor the Unity of our parish community, and that 

having different music at each Mass (e.g., traditional music at 8:00 am and contemporary at 

10:30 am) could end up dividing the parish congregation. 

 There is value in singing the same song until people can sing it by heart (Father Steve) 

 Have a variety of music at each Mass, make diversity part of the unity (Joanna Slattery) 

 Weaving new and old music, along with repetition, is useful (Deacon Rick) 

 New songs can and should be taught before Mass (Steve Bergin) 

 Liturgical music can be very unifying; open to more contemporary music too (Mary) 

 Music can and should reflect what is going on in the parish; Father and Mary will meet 

and incorporate these themes (Father Steve) 

3. Hospitality 

 Name tags could be worn once a month (Paul) 

 Ushers continue to be encouraged to extend warm greetings at the door (Vern) 

 Have a family sign up to greet at Mass (Nicole) 

 Father will continue to try to cultivate a sense of welcome at the beginning of all Masses 

 Just before Mass begins, a need to focus on the liturgy (Deacon Rick) 

 Noisy church? v. quiet church? – this continues to be a factor as we move toward unity  

 A Welcoming Committee is getting started at our parish – Ellen Hardin and others 



 Welcoming others is really everyone’s job (Guy) 

 Change name of “Ushers” to “Ministers of Hospitality” (Michele) 

 Greet the people around you, make them feel welcome (Bob) 

 Use of a screen at Mass – can be a good way to introduce music 

 A projector could project slides on the wall, front left side of church 

 Cost of a projector - $ 35,000 from Audio Architects (Paul) 

       Can only show lyrics, not notation – copyright law 

       Need approval of the diocese? 

 

- Would have to be used carefully since it could also be a distraction. Focus needs to 

be on the altar, Word at ambo (Mary) 

-  Might be distracting in a smaller parish (Rick) 

- Prayers of the liturgy could be projected as well as music 

- Baptisms could be projected too (Paul) 

- Seeing what is going on up front is an advantage (Guy) 

- Guests and newcomers might feel more engaged (Michele) 

- When there is an overflow in church, service could be streamed to Spirit Hall (Bob) 

- A screen could be useful during the homily as well (Dave) 

- Parish has a projector on a cart now - there might be some distortion but we could 

try it out perhaps (Father Steve) 

 

Conclusion: Sacred Worship meets in October and will come back to the Parish Council with 

a more developed plan. Some ideas could be addressed right away. 

 

V. Discussion of Divine Renovation tabled 

 

VI. Future Meetings: 

October 16 and 17 – Fr. Billy Dodge and UWL FOCUS students will speak at all Masses 

October 20 – Town Hall Meeting with FOCUS leadership staff (to be confirmed) 

October 21 – Parish Council meeting 

 Dialogue with Faith Formation Committee about Alpha and additional Divine Revelation  

                                      ideas 

 Initial, brief reactions to FOCUS presentation(s) 

 

VII. 8:00 pm, Closing prayer and adjourn 

       


